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They that be wise sball shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to rigatcousness as the stars for ever. 
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ing Diſcourſe will confider 


H Reader of the Jt 


"Ss * 


— a rn ae 


that as the SusBJEtcT led to a conſideration of the 
Character and Work of a Miniſter; the Occas1on and 
PLact naturally called for an exemplification thereof in 
ONE, who is alike oat of the reach of praiſe and cenſure. 
Let this plead the Author's apology, where otherwiſe he 
might ſeem preſuming on the one hand, or partial and prodix 
on the other. 

He takes this opportunity of alſo adding, that the Diſ- 
courſe is not given verbatim, as ſome things have eſcaped 
recollection, and on ſome points there is a little enlarge- 
ment : but the diference is by no means material. Such 
as it is, he commits it to a candid Public, and particularly 


to the Congregation for whom it was conſtructed. God of 


his infinite mercy grant, that wherever it meets the eye, it 


—_ 


may alſo reach the hear: / 
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JOHN v. 35. 
He was a burning and a ſhining Light; and ye 
vere willing for a ſeaſon to rejoice in his light, 


O deſire a remembrance beyond the grave 
to have our names mentioned with re- 
ſpect, perhaps, “ breathed in fighs or uſhered 
with a tear—1s natural to man; and, with many, 
is the ruling paſſion ſtrong in death.“ 


But what is the poſthumous praiſe of crea- 


tures themſelves haſtening to the land of forget- 
fulneſs, compared with acceptance by the great 
Creator? What, the page of the hiſtorian to the 
book of life 2* What all the honours upon earth 
to emblazon our fame, contraſted with the peace 
of a renewed conſcience, and the teſtimony of a 


— 


reconciled God? 
Such a teſtimony had John the Baptiſt from 
him who knew his heart. He was now in the 
* Phil, . 5. 


gloom. 
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gloom of a priſon, if not cut off by the adul- 
treſs who hunted for his life.“ His labours 
were cloſed. His ſun was ſet. And when He 
died—no funeral oration proclaimed: his many 
_ virtues, no monumental ſtone preſerved his 
name. But had a pyramid been erected, and 
were it now ſtanding to his memory, how inſig- 
nificant to this ſhort, but comprehenſive and im- 
mortal record from the Saviour of the world ! 
the Lord of angels ! the Judge of quick and 
dead! © HE was A BURNING AND A SHINING 
LIGHT?“ - and then, no doubt, in reference to 
the reception of his paſt miniſtry, and with a 
view to the preſent benefit of the ſurrounding 
multitude, it is added, AN DYE WERE WIL 
LING FOR A SEASON TO REJGICE IN HIS 
LIGHT.” 

All circumſtances conſidered, the words of 
the text, methinks, could not be more truly ap- 
plied to the faithful preacher of righteouſneſs in 
the wilderneſs of Judea, than to that zealous m1- 
niſter of the Goſpel of peace whole loſs we this 
day deplore. This 1s no exaggerated ſtatement : 
for life and immortality are ſo clearly brought to 
light in the Goſpel ꝙ that even he plory of Moſes 
is loſt by reaſon of the glory that excellethb. 1 And 
although among them that are born of women there 

* Prov. vi. 25. + 2 Tim. i, 10, f 2 Cor. iii. 10. 
| : aroſe 


E 7-3 
aroſe not in Jewiſh times a greater than John the 
Bapliſt, he that is leaſt in the kingdom of heaven, or 
the Goſpel diſpenſation, is greater than he, * 

We have then ſcriptural licence for an ex- 
tended % of the paſſage before us; and un- 
doubted authority for its particular application 
to our dear departed friend, fince he had a moſt 
deciſive 72/t1mony before his departure hat he pleaſ- 
ed God :+ Heaven waited not the laſt moment, 
but © owned him for her own on this fide death, 
and points him out to man.” 

That we may thus mark as well as behold the 
uprighit—that the removal of the righteous may 
be taken to heart—that while the memory of the 
Ju/t F 18 reſpected, the ſtate of the living may be 
improved—that we may remember our leaders 
who have ſpoken to us the word of God, the 
final iſſue of whole conduct, attentively obſerv- 
ing, we may be imitators of their fidelity.” ||— 
Such, I truſt, are the motives that aſſemble us 
with one accord 1n this place ; and for which, 
this pulpit was ſolicited, and kindly granted. 

It now falls to the lot of this feeble rongue to 
requeſt your patient hearing, and alſo to entreat 
your fervent prayers. Deprefled under the re- 
cent Joſs of a moſt affectionate parent; and now 


* Matt. xi. 11. T Heb. xi. .f Þ Pl. zxxvit 97. 
__$la.i.1l, || Heb. xiii. 7, 
| ſtanding 


( ; ) 

ſtanding up on an account of the ed 
bereayement of a friend as my own foul *—1j1 the 
place where he ſo lately laboured, and on the day 
he meditated his return! need a peculiar in- 
tereſt in your ſupplications that I may be aſſiſted 
throughout this painful, yet pleaſing ſervice. 
And may the God of all grace fo own and bleſs 
this opportunity, that like another Samſon, more 
may be ſlain by the death of his ſervant, than in his 
life ! 4+ 

What have we 1n the text ? Evidently, o our 
blefſed Saviour's teſtimony to the character of a de- 
parted miniſter, under the metaphor of L1Gurt.” 


Thus inſtructed, let us conſider the emblem 


with reference to a Goſpel miniſtry conſidered 
in its SOURCE—-PROPERTIES—-EFFECT—and 


DURATION. 


I. What is the sovRcE, or origin of this 


LIGHT ? : | 

If we revert in a material ſenſe to the ſource 
and origin of all /i2h7, it appears that darineſs 
covered the face of the earth, until Gop ſaid, et 


there be light, and there was lig hl. 4 


But there is another kind of darkneſs, worſe 
than that which covered the land of Egypt, 
when no man could ir from bis place. I mean 
the darkneſs of the carnal mind, and e, 


* Dat. xiii. 6. + Judges xvi. 32. f Gen. i. 3. 
| | Pear 7. 
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Beart.* This is that groſs darkneſs which covers 
? Le people, until He who at the firſt commanded 
the light to ſhine, ſhines into the ſinner's heart : | 
then, and not till then, the eyes of the ſpiritually 
blind are opened; the ſoul once darkneſs. becomes 
light in the Lord; and nenceforth, /hines in the 
midſt of a crooked. and perverſe generation. & 

Such is the repeated declaration of the word 
of God. Concerning the ſons and daughters 
of fallen Adam, there is no exception to the ge- 


neral ſtatement, that their zunder/ffanding is dark- 


ened; that they love darkneſs rather than light; 
that they even hate the ligbt.] The natural 
nan ſeeth not the things of the Spirit of God, nei- 
ther can he. know them, for they are ſpiritually 


diſcerned,” The © inward light” for which fome 


contend, ſerves only to encreaſe the ſurrounding 


gloom ; and can no more avail in dire&ing us to 
heaven, than the light of a glow-worm 1n their 
veſſel could have conducted the mariners of 
Alexandria through the trackleſs deep, in that 
tremendous. ftorm, when neither ſun nor moon 
nor ftars for many days appeared.** 

There is no ſpiritual light, Brethen, but from 
above; whence cometh every good and perfect gift tt 


Ren i. 21. 7 H. lj. 2. Ee 
& Phil. 11, 15. John iii. 19, 20. 1 Cor: ih. 1 
* Acts xxvii. 20. Tf James i, 17. | 
B : Jeſus 
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| „ 
Jeſus faith, I am the light of the world.* The 
Evangeliſt and beloved Diſciple ſaw him to be 
the only light of the new Jeruſalem above. No 
other was vouchſafed, for no other was required. 
And not leis ſurely are the myſtical lamps of 
the temple indebted to him who walks in the mid? 


of the golden candlefticks,F and holds theſe ars in 


his right hand If every man be by nature 


' wretched, miſerable, poor, and ind; his be- 
ing ordained a miniſter will only conſtitute bim 


a blind leader of the blind,” unleſs he himſelf 
be called from darkneſs to marvellous light ä A 
change of #/#a779n does not always imply a change 
of late. 

Our departed brother, on his entrance into 
the miniſtry, was by no means that light he at- 
terwards proved. With him it was a gradual 
work, like the dawning day before the riſing 
lun. The Lord gently opened his heart, and 
by degrees diſcovered to his willing mind the 


great truths of the Goſpel.” From that time 


his path was that of the fuſt which ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect day zg he no longer conferred 


with fleſh and blood, but chearfully gave up flat- 


tering proſpects of preferment; carried his croſs ; 


* John ix. 5. T Rev, xxi. 23. 18. 
& Rev. 1. 16. ii. 17. Matt. xv. 14. 
9 ++ Acts xvi, 14. 77 Prov. iv. 18. 
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went forth without the camp bearing his reproach ; * 


and preached Jeſus, and his free, full, and fini/h- 


ed ſalvation. 


Toa conduct thus decided We may princi— 
pally attribute the glory of his latter days. Them 


that bonour me, ſays God, I will honour : not that 


a miniſter's ſincerity is to be determined by his 
ſucceſs, or that his grace is to be inferred from 
his gifts; but we affirm that wherever the word is 
preached unadulterated, and with ſimplicity, 
there in general will be zhe ſigns following g the 
deaf ſhall hear God's wonders, the dumb thall 
ſpeak his praiſes, and the ind ſhall ſee his 
glory. — 

Let no man conceit from hence, that be 1s 
any thing of himſelf; for, what haſt thou that 
thou haſt not received? d Abraham, Ihe father of 
the faithful and the friend of God, had nothing 


cobereof to glory in His fight before whom 10 man 
| living can be juſtified ;{ and John the Baptiſt, 


although * a burning and a ſhining light,“ had 
no flame nor brightneſs which Chriſt had not 
firt kindled from his own glory, No light is 
reflected by the brighteſt ſeraph that ſurrounds 
the throne, but what is firſt received from Him 
that /i/s thereon. 

And I would jult obſerve, concerning divine 


*' Feb. xt 15; .T F Sunn 1h; 406 © 2 Mark xvi. 20. 
$ 1E. . .. Rem. « Pl. cxlin. 2 
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light, that it muſt be a continued ſource—a con- 
fant ſupply; daily muſt the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs ariſe and ſhine : thus, in Midian, the buſh 
burned with fire, and was not conſumed, becauſe 
THE LoRD was in it. * | 

IT. Whar are tne PROPERTIES or evidences 
of this light, as manifeſted in a miniſter af 
Chriſt ? The Baptiſt is deſcribed as being * a 
burning and a ſhining light.“ By which we may 
underitand warmth and illumination: an in— 
ward ſupply, and an outward evidence or full 
proof of his miniſiry.i 

Theſe two properties God hath joined IVY 
ther: only to ſhine, will not better ourſelves ; 


merely to burn, will not profit others. In our 


brother thele qualities happily united. His 
zeal was tempered with knowledge, it gave light 
to the underſtanding ; his knowledge was ac- 
tuated by zeal, it was huruing, and penetrated to 
the hea:t his diſcourſes were no ſcraps of dull 
morality—n9 coli, moon-light {pecnlitiung— 


no darkening % of counſel by words without 


knowledge—but having had his own lip touched 
with a live coal from the allar,\ the miniſter be- 
came @ fame of fire || in the ſacred cauſe. Did 
he /peak boldly and as he ought 10 ſpeak ? It was 


* Exod. iii. 2, FFF 
5 Job. xxzviii. 2. F Ila. vi. 6. | Heb. i. 7. 
becauſe 
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| „„ 
becauſe his heart was hot within bim. x This 
gave energy to his ſpeech, while God gave unc- 
tion to the ſound; the word of ſalvation © went 
forth as 6:iphtnefs.” and became verily © as a 
lamp that 4&:rueth,” t How often have our hearts 
burned within us while he ſpake of. Jesvs, and 
opened to us the Scriptures & And who, at ſuch 


ſeaſons, but has been ready to confeſs the dan- 
ger of inconſideracy, the madneſs of impiety, 


and the folly of unbelief? 

Preſerving in view the two-fold deſcription i in 
the text, a Minſſter (for to ſuch the ſubject and 
the occaſion lead our thoughts) ſhould pray, 


and endeavour, accordirg to his talent. and 


ſphere, to be eviden ing theſe properties 

In his Doch ine. Concerning the light of 
doctrine we read, that “ if our Goſpel be hid, 
& it is hid to them that are loſt; in whom the 
* God of this world hath blinded the minds of 
„ them that believe not, leſt the light of the glo- 


& iu Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of 


„God, {hould thine unto them. For we preach 
not ourſelves but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and 
*« ouricives your fervants for Jeſus' ſake. For 
God who commanded the light to ſhine out 
* of darknels hath /hined into our hearts, to give 


2 Pl. xxxix. 4. + {fa. Ixil. 1 4 Luke xxiv. 32 
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e 7he light of the knowledge of the glory of 
“God in the face of Jeſus Chritt.”'* 


Had your late miniſter been apprized, the laſt 
time he addiefied you from this pulpit, that 447 


you among whom he had gone preaching the kingdom 


of God, fpeuld ſee his face no more, might he not 
with propriety have addreſſed you in the affect- 
ing words of St. Paul to the church at Epheſus, 
and appealed to your conſciences, that, notwith- 
{ſtanding many imperfections, he had not ſhunned 


to declare to you the whole counſel of God? ,. That 


he came among you with this determination, ap- 
pears from the following extract from the ſer- 
mon preached and publiſhed on that occaſion. 

„ hope in coming to you I may be enabled 


6% to lay as the Apoſtle did, I am determined to 


& know nothing among/? you fave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
© Him crucifted. And O] what a fund ! what a rich 
* magazine have | here to diſcloſe to you, when 
I bear teſtimony to Chriſt as God; and to 


6 Chriſt as God man—Emanuel God with us 


* and herein the dignity of his perſon ; the ſove- 
* reignty of his will; the wifdom and ſtability 
e of his counſels; the immutability of his co— 
© venaunt; the eternity and unchangeableneſs of 
« his love; the freedom of his grace; the ſuit- 


* 2 Cor. iv. l S T Acts . 25 P 
* ableneſs 
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« ableneſs of his falvation ; the preciouſneſs of 
* his blood; the ſufficiency of his atonement z 
<« the completeneſs as well as neceſſity of his 
* obedience and righteouſneſs to juſtify believ- 
ing ſinners; and the efficacy of his ſanctifying 
© and renewing Spirit, to work in them that ho- 
„ lineſs, without which no man ſhall fee the 
5 Lond.” | 


« Theſe are ſome out of the many things per- 


e taining to Jeſus Chriſt, of which, by the help 


* of his grace, I am to bear a teſtimony to the 
* panſhioners of Sr. Leonard.” 

In this quotation we have a full range of the 
truth as it is in Feſus. There is nothing ſoftened 
down to the prejudice, or given up to the pride 
of man. The light of the Goſpel 1s not to be 
hid under a buſhel, but is to be /et on the _— 
Nick to give light do them that are in the houſe ;* 

15 never to be eclipſed or {haded to . 
moles and the bats; t the Goſpel is to have no 


veil put upon it, but, we all with open (or unveiled | 


er.) face beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the 
Lord are changed wito the ſame image from glory to 
glory as by the Spirit of the Lord Þ 

2. By his Jie and conver/ation.—If the doctrine 
be of God, it will be according to godlineſs. It 
appears from the preceding extract, that our 


Matt. v. 15. T II. ii. 20. + 2 Cor. iii. 12— 14, 18. 
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( 16 ) 
brother held @ perſonal election, but it was through 
fan#ification of the Spirit unto obedience :* he main- 
tained zhe perſeverance of the ſaints, but he ſhewed 
that none had any hope of their privilege, who 
were deſtitute of their practice. 

Might he not ſay, appealing chiefly to Wem 
who knew him beſt, * ye are witneſſes, how holily 
and ja ly, and uublameably we bebavedour/elves among 
you that believe: as you knew how we erb orted yon 
aud comforted and charged you (as à father doth his 
children that ye would walk worthy of God wwho 
hath called you unto his kingdom and glory 27+ Un- 


| Jeſs a man endeavour to /ive as well as preach the 


Goſpel—however learned, fluent, or popular, 
he is but a wandering far loon to fall from his 
orbit, and for whom is reſerved the blackneſs of 
darkneſs for ever ! Marvel not at this. Know 
ye not that Salan is transformed into an angel of 
lig? But he cannot transform himſelf into 
an angel of love. | 

And here I am not conſcious of thinking 
more highly of our departed brother than TI onght 
10 think, when I affirm that his piety was uncom- 
mon, and ſuch as few have attained unto. He 
was eminently a man of prayer, and perional 
religion; and he ſhone not only in the church, 


* 1 Pet. i. 2. + 1 Thefl, ij. 10—12. f Rev. viii. 10— 12. 
Jude v. 13, 2 Cor. xi. 13—15. 
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( 
but in the cloſet ; not merely before his flock, 
but before his family; and proved that he walk - 
ed cloſe with God.* How different the light of 


our brother from that affe&ation of ſhining, or 


Hlaze and crackling . of thorns—that temporiz- 
ing conduct and behaviour—that egotiſm and 
ſelf-ſufficiency—that ſpirit of Diotrephes,F ac- 
companied with every petty art to eclipſe ano- 
ther's merit, or depreciate his peculiar gift—in 
brief, for the recital 1s painful, that inconſiſtent 
conduct, which renders it a matter of doubt, whe- 
ther a man has ever himſelf been humbled be- 


fore God as © deſerving God's wrath and damna- 
tion” + on his head, and is now at the foot of 


the croſs feeling the p/ague of his own heart? $ 


There was nothing of this in the deceaſed. He 
was a decided Chriſtian ; had ſet his name down; 


and was with heart and hand on the Lord's ſide. 
It was no matter of doubtful ſpeculation whe- 
ther or not he fe/z what he aid - whether his 
lamp was burning or noty—it did not merely 
twinkle or glimmer—no, it hoe before men, 
and they freeing his good works, glorified their 
heavenly Father. || Often has he expreſſed to 


his intimate friends his mingled ſentiments of 


zratitude, and wonder and praiſe that God ſhould 


* Amos iii. 3, Gen. v. 22. Vi. 9. F 3 John, v. 9. 
+ See Art, . I Kings, viii. 39, || Matt, v. 16. 
3 1 
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ſo honour him, as an inſtrument in holding 
forth the word of life.* Although thouſands at- 
tended his miniftry, no one appeared to have 
learned more perfectly, that neither is he that 
planteth any thing nor be that watereth, but God 
that giveth the increaſe. Though the treaſure he 
imparted was better than the gold of Ophir or 
the riches of Egyyt, he forgot not that the veſſel 
containing it was earthen} 

Let me add, before I proceed to the next par- 
ticular of diſcourſe, that it is a property of this 
light to be perpetual. It ſhall never be put our 
in darkneſs : & the oil that ſupplies it can never 
fail. There is certainly much variation in the 
belever's frame; he does not always ſhine thus 
with equal luſtre. Peter's ſun was bright on 
Mount Tabor; on Mount Olivet it was dim; 
and ere the {ad ſcene on Mount Calvary, it ſuf- 
fered an eclipſe ! but ſhall he periſh for whom 
Chriſt prayed ? No. He who could have frowned 
him into deſpair, looked him into repentance ; 
and breathed zhe ſinoaking flax || into a holy flame 
which many waters could not quench, nor ſeas - 5 
of tribulation drown ! 5 . 

III. The efe# of a Goſpel miniſtry. * They = 
rejoiced in the light.“ 
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Phil. ii. 16. +4 Cor. . ere. 7. 


$ Prov. xz, 20. Matt. xii. 20. 5 
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This effect evidently reſpects profeſſors, or 
thoſe who attended with ſome attention on the 
word. To many it is a meſſage of evil tidings; 
and therefore they ſhut their eyes, harden their 
hearts, and refuſe to hear the voice of the char- 
mer, charm he ever ſo wilely.* 

In reference to thoſe who may be ſaid to re- 
joice in the light,” we muſt accurately diſtin- 
guiſh between thoſe who reyoice in Chrift Feſus ;* 
and thoſe who are pleafed, but not profited. 

(I.) As to the former. It is neither to be 
denied nor evaded, that when once true religion 


has taken poſſeſſion of the heart, it is always ac- 


companied with its ſorrows : with ſorrows which 
belong to the very nature of true religion. Such, 
for example, are the ſorrows of repentance— - 
which is ſaid to be a godly ſorrow þ for fin. And 
the ſorrows which ariſe from the manifold tempra- 
tions $ to which the genuine Chriſtian is ever 
expoſed. And more particularly that perpetual 
{orrow of heart which the Apoſtle ſo patherically 
expreſſes, when he exclaims in the bitterneſs of 
his ſoul, O wrerched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from this body of fin and death ]“ 

Let it be remembered, however, that all theſe 
forrows are J ſorrows. They are ſorrows 


* Pi, lviii. 4, T Phil. ili. 3. + 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
$ 1 Pet. i. 6. Rom 


2 b moſt 


© © 2 
moſt devoutly to be wiſhed; and to thoſe who | 
know how to eſtimate them aright, they are to 
be preferred to all the pleaſures of this evil 
world ; becauſe it is ſaid in the ſcriptures of 
truth, Bleſſed are they that mourn, 28 they ſhall be 
comforted K 
But though religion has its pious lar it 
has alſo its ſpiritual joys. The Goſpel is empha- 
tically a joyful ſound F—glad tidings of great joy 
and both ey and peace are in believing. When 
Philip preached Chri/ in Samaria, we are told 
there was joy in that cily a joy above that of 
harveſt, or of they that divide the ſpoil ;|| joy, 
mighty! unſpeakable ! and full of glory 
 (2.) While, however, thoſe who rereive the 
atonement, thus joy in God through our Lord Jeſus 
_ Chrif,** and bring forth fruit; the ſeed fallsallo 
on ſtony places; zheſe are they, ſaid the divine 1 
expoſitor, who hear the word, and anon with joy 
receive it, but having no root, when tribulation or 
perſecution cometh, they are offended.ti 
Both theſe deſcriptions are to be met with in L 
our worſhipping ' congregations : as to their x 
proportion, under our friend's miniſtry, it would 
be impertinent to form a conjecture ; the full 
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effect of his endeavours will not be known 
until he meets you at the bar of God. Of 
many, I doubt not he could ſay, eMbat is our 
hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not ye 
dearly beloved in the Lord? * May every miniſter 
who labours in this place ſtatedly, or occaſionally, 
have this his joy fulfilled / | 

Others there were, it is to be feared, to whom 
he was but as a very lovely ſong, and one who play- 
ed well on a muſical infrument. 1 They were pleaſed 
with the harmony in their ears, but had no re- 
ſponſive melody {in their hearts—they were ſa- 
tisfied with his light, but were regardleſs of their 
own ; they were content with the lamp of pro- 
feſñnon, while deſtitute of the oil of grace. 

| Over theſe every ſervant of God will mourn 
in ſecret places. Though he be glorified, you 
are not yet gathered ! Yet are you invited; and 
we pray you as in Chri/” s ſtead, be ye reconciled unto 
God.: After fo long a time, it is (till he accepted 
time, and after /o many days it is the day of ſalva- 
tion. The harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended— 
but there is balm in Gilead, and a phyſici cian there. 
O harden not your hearts ; ; for 1he night cometh 


< Theſſ. ii. 19. + Ezek. xxxiii. 32. f 2 Cor. v. 20. 
82 Cor. vi. 3. i! Jer. vili. 20, 22, 


when 


(22 
when no man can work, as appears from our next 
conſideration, 
IV. The Durartion of a miniſter's light. It 
is © for a ſeaſon.” | 
To every thing there is an appointed 7ime 
and ſeaſon. The longeſt day muſt end, the 
brighteſt ſun will ſet. © Our fathers, where 
are they? Aud the prophets, do they live for 
| ever? þ A child born, is in a progreſs to- 
wards death; a building finiſhed, has already 
begun to decay, and an union formed, looks 
forward to the day of its diflolution. Mutabi- 
lity is to be ſeen throughout the whole ſyſtem 
of created exiſtence. Univerſal nature is con- 
tinually varying. The earth and the ſeas are 
ever in motion. Changeableneſs marks every 
ſcene. The faſhion of this world paſſeth away ! d 
He only is immutable, who has neither beginning 
of years nor end of days; and who, while the hea- 
vens wax old as a garment, and are changed as 
a veſture, remains the ſame Ns day, to-day, and 
for ever. 
* Eccleſ. iii. 1. j Zeck. i. . 
Behold, fond man 
See here thy pictur'd life. Paſs ſome few years, 
Thy flow'ring Spring, thy Summer's ardent ſtrength, | 
Thy ſober Autumn fading into age, | 
And pale concluding inter comes at laſt, | 
And ſhuts the ſcene. Tous. 15 
$ 1 Cor, vii, 31 || Heb, xiii. 7. 1 E 2 


— — — —— ES —— ans 6; * * | : _ = | 
men Sb ee = - 28-87 nn 3 2 — 2 8 1 
| — — 4 ves 2 Pan + Be gur . ; 
— — — — a - 1 Se” . - akin: F 
£5 - * — 3 2 - - 2 4: 3 —_— c 

2 r 3 as T * 882 
* * * - 4 1 — 3 1 2 2 4: >. : 
. 


e 
© —— 


= n 
e 


MED 


xz SRL, 
rr no, 


y 
e 1 On. SO EE IT . N 
” TEE" * 


A 1 


= a 


F 
I IE TS ire 
— 2 a ans 


—— 
— 25a 


88 . 
EE. ad 7" 228 — 2 55 Shes 3.2% 
. "7 W 


5 CE e e e DE 


6 


66 

The ſeaſon for every opportunity, at its longeſt © 
period, is but ſhort; and at its beſt eſtate is un- 
certain. hat is your life? It is but a vapour 
that appeareth but a Jitile time, and then vani/h- 
eth away ! Comparatively as brittle in its tex- 
ture, as brief in its duration.* | | 
1. National privileges when abuſed are but for 

a ſeaſon. Where are the ſeven churches in Aſia, 
termed the ſeven golden candleflicks t Did not a 


provoked God ſtrengthen the hands of Turks 


and Saracens to puniſh them for their corrup- 
tions ; and that whole country where they once 
flouriſhed and gave as e light of ſeven days, I is 
now enveloped in the darkneſs of ignorance, and 
the groſſneſs of ſuperſtition, May God help us 
to remember whence we are fallen and to repent ; 
teſt he come unto us quickly, and remove our candle- 


flick out of its place] & 


2. Individual blefſings and opportunities 


either of receiving or imparting light and know- 


ledge have their limited ſeaſon. And the oracles 
of God in almoſt every page, as well as expe- 
rience in almoſt every event, are continually in- 
cujcating the ſame truth, They forcibly ap- 


peal to our underſtandings, and bring it home 


do our hearts. 


* pos way for an hour. Text. F Rev. i. 12. 
* Ia. xxx. 26. _- *Y Neve 3 
Need 


„ FT 44: 3 


Need we an evidence of the ſhortneſs, fraitty, | 
and vanity of human life? Behold it in the al- 


moſt ſudden, and certainly unexpected removal 
of ſo burning and ſhining a light in the apparent 
zenith of his uſefulneſs. It was on Sunday, the 
4th of December, »796, he firſt entered upon the 
office of Joint-Lecturer of this pariſh, and in leſs 
than four years he has been removed from this 
hemil] phere to ſhine in the firmament of Heaven.“ 
Why his ſeaſon was thus ſhort in this place, is 
not for man to queſtion. God is his own in- 
terpreter, and he will make it plain. 

But while zve are dumb and open not our mouth+ 
to cavil ; if we incline our ear, the rod and re- 
proof ſhall teach us 0m. 

May we not ſuſpect, leſt fome—pardon my 
jealouſy for you—might think too much of the 
miniſter, and too little of the maſter ? And may 
not God by this diſpenfation be inſtructing us 
that the proſperity of the church depends not on 
any means, however excellent; or on any man, 
however eminent ? That {rom the ſtones he can raife 
uh children unto Abraham,y and that he will /end 
The Lord has but to ea 
the word, and great ſpall be the company of the 
Preachers. a 


* Dan. Xii. 3. Ff. 2. + Prov. xxix. 15. 
8 Matt. iii. 9, 5 [| ExOd. iv. 13. KC Pf, Ixyiii. 11. 
ä Has 
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(25) | 
| Has it not the appearance of a controverſy with 
us, when the righteous are taken from he evil 
% come ?* If an ambaſſador be ſuddenly re- 
called, have we not reaſon to fear leſt the king 


be angry? 


Is it not teaching us the value of thoſe bleſſ- 
ings, and of that light ſo little prized ? May 


He not be making us feel the worth of a privi- 
lege, by its want ? 


Does it not call aloud to duty to watchful- 
W's refleftion, and ſerious examination ? What im- 
proveinent has been made in paft ſeaſons and 


opportunities hat progreſs in the divine life— 


what preparation for the laſt day, in proportion 
as we ſee the day approaching s 


Are not theſe, and ſimilar bereavements, in- 


tended to lead us nearer to our God ? Is it not 


ſaying in effect, Come, ſoul, I will bring thee 
* cloſer yet. I have deſtroyed thy gourd, but it 
< 18 that thou mayeſt it under my ſhadow. I have 
«© cut off a ſtream, but it is to incline thee to the 
* ever full and flowing fountain. Though J- 
*« /eph be not, and Simeon be not, J880s is yet alive. 
* am he that lveth, that was dead, and behold 
J am alive for evermore, and have the keys of 


* hell and of death.” t 


® Iſa, lvii. l. + Heb. x. 23. + Rev. i. 18. 
D „ 


(=) 
And laſtly, is it not proving the incalculable 
worth of that principle which can influence a 


man, though ſurrounded by every comfort, and 


alive to every feeling that could render life de- 
firable, to long to depart, and to welcome death 
as a joyful meſſenger? 

Such are amongſt the many leſſons which the 
man of wiſdom will learn at this ſeaſon. Some 


of them are peculiarly inculcated by his dying 


experience, which I ſhall now read, and in which 
we perceive the lamp burning bright, in the 
dark valley of the ſhadow of death. 


—= 


From the time of Mr. Pattrick's arrival in 


Madely (Wedneſday evening, Auguſt the 27th) 


he appeared much indiſpoſed, and on the fol- 
lowing Sabbath (the 31ſt) was ſo ill that his 
friends wiſhed him not to venture into the pulpit ; 
but he loved his Maſter's work, and would, not 
yield to their entreatics, ſaying, “ I ſhall for- 
« get -y/elf whilſt I am fo well engaged.” He 
preached twice: in the morning, from the Shu— 
namite's ſon being raiſed from the dead ;* and 
in the afternoon, from thoſe ſweet words, now 
realized by him in all their glory“ The chiefeſs 
& gmong ten thouſand. +" 
* 1 Kings xvii. - + Cant. v. 10. 
| From 
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< From this time his diſorder encreaſed ; and 


it may well be ſaid his ſpiritual ſtrength was 


abundantly renewed. He laid aſide every tem- 
poral concern, and was wholly and deeply oc- 


cupied in eternal things. Even when the vio- 


lence of the fever a little diſordered his mind, it 
was plain his heart and treaſure were in heaven: 
thither his ſoul continually aſcended, and the 
words he uttered were full of God. 

* He was much in prayer for the Church of 
God, particularly for the flock under his care, 
that he might meet them all at the right hand 
of God at the laſt great day. For himſelf, that 
he might be found without ſpot ; and for his 
dear wife, whoſe affectionate diſtreſs was too 
viſible not to rend his ſoul with extreme ſenÞ- 


bility, that he might be enabled to reſign her: 


often bleffing God for the help and comfort ſhe 
had been to him, and crying ont, © O Lord, help 
* me to give her up —thou haſt all patver—thou 
i lt help.“ 8 

« He often expreſſed his ſatisfaction of being 
at Madoely, as the very place, of all others, where 
he ſhould wiſh to end his days; and it was eyj- 
dent from the beginning, he expected this illneſs 
would prove his laſt, He {poke of death as near ; 


and obſerved at the ſame, time, that his whole 


dependance was upon a crucified Saviour, on 
D2 whom 


(28) 
whom alone his hopes were built as the only ſure 
foundation. He felt himſelf 7he chief of ſinners, 
and lamented his unprofitableneſs. But oh!“ 
he exclaimed, “t open fountain! there I reſt 


* all my conjſidence. SW as il not for that, V ſhould 


& have 10 hope.” 


* One time, when Mrs. P. was fitting by bis 


bed-fide, he ſaid with great ſolemnity “ "Thoſe 
* are fine words,* I am /he reſurrefttion and the 
“ life, fails the Lord; he that believeth in me, 
* though he were dead, yet fhall he live, and he 
* that liveth and believeth in me fhall never die! 
«© Believeſt thou this?“ 590 with great e ee 
added, © That's the point.” 
His friends, ſearing he exhauſted himſelf 
with too much ſpeaking, begged he would com- 
poſe himſelf and take ſome reſt; but he replied, 
*© No mierruplion. I muſt Speak—the time is ex- 
ce prred ; if I flop, the enemy will gain ground.” 
The accuſer of the brethren, who knew his time 
was ſhort, and that ſoon the glorified ſpirit would 
be for ever beyond the reach of his malice, did 
not fail to ſhoot his darts at him; but he took 
refuge in Jeſus, and was more than conqueror. 
“On Saturday (Sept. 13.) he ſuffered much, 
had little fleep, and was very reſtleſs. But then, 
as throughout the whole of his illneſs, his pa- 


John xi, 25, 26. 
| tlence 
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(29) 
tience was exemplary; not a complaining word 
ever eſcaped him at any time: now his foul was 
more than ever on the wing. The few remain- 
ing hours were moſtly taken up in prayer and 
praiſe, admiring the goodneſs of God towards 
him ; and exhorting thoſe about him as he was 
able, in many precious and lively, though broken 


z- ſentences. One time, with much earneſftneſs, 
1 he broke forth“ Lord, ſuull I dre with thee on 


Zion's lull ? Shall I, Lord ©” Then, praying and 
looking up, he continued, “ Yes, yes, I know 1 
5 fhall ! But, is the work done?” He repeated this 
E ſeveral times, as though he longed for a fuller aſ- 
ſurance of faith. © Is the work done, Lord? Thou 
* muſt do it thyſelf. Tam a poor, weak, ſinful crea- 
* lure; but if any fin remans in me, take i away, 
- * take away every ſpot.” | | 
At another time he ſaid, “ But, Lord, haſt 
* thou not ſaid, % ſoul that frneth, it ſhall die? 
Yes, thou haſt. But he blood of Chrift cleanſeth 
Veron all ſis; and thou haſt cleanſed me.” Then 
in a holy rapture he repeated, 
„My God, I am thine, 


« What a comfort divine! 
«© What a blefling to know that my Jeſus is mine!“ 


Soon after he ſaid, “ I Hin 1 am pretty high 


* upon the mount to-day.” 


„When 
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„ nity! 


„ 
When he heard the bell ring for church on 


Sunday (Sept. 14.) he aſked- what it was. On 
being told, he replied “ How often have I gone 


* up with joy to worſhip in the aſſembly of thy 
„ {amts!” 

* About four in the afternoon he was ſeized 
with a convulſion, which did not laſt long. As 


ſoon as he a little revived, he began again, 


with a clear ſtrong voice, more powerfully to ad- 
dreſs thoſe that were about him.—< My friends, 
* it is an awful thing to die! O prepare for eter- 
” He then offered his dying petition 
for his dear wife and children“ Lord ſupport 
* the widow and fatherleſs in every diſpenſation 
e that may occur!” He was defired by Mrs. 
Ferriday not to exert himſelf ſo much; but he 
anſwered—< My dear mother, I nuft. God has 
gen me firensth, and I muſt uſe it.” Soon 
aſter, lifting up bis hands with an extacy, and 
with a voice and manner that cannot be de- 
ſcribed, he exclaimed, © God is all in all! Come, 
& Lord Jeſus, now come! I am God's, and God 
* is mine /—Clhrift is mine !—Heaven is mine !— 

& Glory is mine! GLORY, GLORY BE To Gop 
* FOR EVER AND EVER AMEN AND AMEN.” 
« He lay quiet a few moments, and then was 
ſeized with another convulſion, which ſoon diſ- 
lodged 


(31) 
lodged his immortal ſpirit, and landed it in the 
paradiſe of God, about five o clock on Sunday 
evening, the 14th of September, in the 54th year 
of his age, and the 30th of his miniſtry. 

On the Wedneſday following his remains 
were ſolemnly interred in Madely church, clofe 
by the tomb of the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, and near 
the ſpot where, fix years ago, with fervent prayer, 
he laid the foundation ſtone of the new church.” 


Brethren, though I may have detained you 
longer than uſual, you will this once pardon an 
encroachment on your time, if it be conſidered 
that we are preaching and hearing for eternity! 

Suffer then the word of exhortation, in a way of 
perſonal addreſs and application. 

Simmer whoc'er thou art, ſtanding on the 
dread precipice, yet careleſs and unconcernet ; 
living as though thou ſhould'ſt never die; what, if 
at midnight the cry were made, Behold the bride- 
groom cometh l Is thy lamp trimmed, and is there 
the oil of grace in thy heart Be wiſe ere it be 
too late — before the door of mercy is ſhut and 
your feet flumble on the dark mountains, and ye 
took for light in vam !+ Remember, the pleaſures 
of fin are but for -a feaſun,\ while their © bitter 
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& pains” are everlaſting. The young man may 
* rejoice in his youth” rather than in his God, 
and the wicked may © watk in the light of their 
«© fre, and in the ſparks which hey have kindled; 
* but hie ſhall they have of God's hand, they frat 
& he down in ſorrow JX 
Formaliſi What though thou art no extor- 
tioner, unjuft, ſtill thou art a /mer. Whether 
we owe five hundred or fifty pence, we have 202 
thing to pay, t and the maſter muſt freely forgive 
us all, If we are ſaved at all, it muſt be by the 
ſame grace, and in the ſame way, as Manaſſeh, 
Magdalen, or Paul; fr there is no difference, all 
have ſinned and come fhort of the glory of God; 
being juſtified freely by his grace, thr ough the re- 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſuus. 9 
Convinced foul! Is it the lan guage of your hear t 
% What muſt I do to be ſaved ?” Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin of ihe 
world! His ſalvation nothing can go beyond, 
for it is to Ve ullermaſt.]“ His blood, prevents 
thine being ſhed ; and his death, is thy lite for 
ever. | 
Returning Prodigal, who hait ſquandered thy 

ſubſtance, proſtituted thy talents, and diſſipated 
thy time—hear the word of the Lord : Though 
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thou haſt defrayed thyſelf, in me is thy help la Re- 
turn, ye backſliding children, ſaith the Lord, for 
I am married unto you ; I will not cauſe my anger 
to fall upon you, for I am merciful, faith the Lord.+ 
Here is a welcome not only to the houſe, but 
alſo to the heart of our heavenly Father. For 
thee, the fatted calf ſhall be killed : and not only 
ſhall there be melody among thoſe who worſhip 
at the throne of grace, but freſh joy { in the pre- 
ſence of thoſe that ſurround the throne of glory. 
Believing Soul ! Follow on to know the Lord ; 
and follow thofe who through faith and patience 
now inherit lie promiſes. The ſame prize is ſet 
before the weakeit ſaint : Be faithful unto death, 
and God will give ee a crown of life!” You 
have heard what Chriſt can do for us in a dying 
hour. Can the light of philoſophy thus charm the 
tongue, and diflipate the ſhadows of the evening || 
of life ? Let us then beware of all new, and con- 
ſequently falſe lights. Continue in the good old 
way. Be an united and a praying people, and, 
though ſorrowful, you ſhall be a happy people 
nere; and after a few more riſing and ſetting 
ſans, a few more conflicts, and a few more fears, 
the warfare will be over, and the victory com- 
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(34) 
pleat. The helmet may then be caſt away, for 
the crown will be obtained. Hope ſhall be 
changed into fruition, faith into viſion, ſorrow 
into joy, and darkneſs into everlaſting day ! 
Violence fhall no more be heard in thy land, a ing 
nor deſtruction within thy borders, but thou /halt 
call thy wall ſatvation and thy gates praiſe. The 
fun fhall be no more thy light by day, neither for 
brighineſs ſhall the moon give light unto thee, but 
the Lord ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting light, and 
thy God thy glory. Thy fun fhall no more go down, =_ 
neither ſhall thy moon withdraw itſelf ; for the 5 
Lord fhall be thine everlaſting light, and thy God 25 
thy glory.* 
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